Idaho

New Program Features And How They Were Won 
Idaho Power
Idaho Power contracts with the local WAP agency.  The State Association is responsible for monitoring and reporting on completions and results.  Utility personnel inspect a sample before and after.

The funding is only for electrically heated homes.  It must be matched by no less than 15% with Weatherization Assistance Program funds. However, the leveraged funds can cover up to 80% of the investment in a home.  10% of the program expenditures may be used for administrative costs.  

History: Idaho Power

Funding for federal low-income weatherization declined from 1999 to 2004.  Idaho ran out of funds mid-year in successive years.  However, the CAA Association intervention in a rate case resulted in the Idaho Public Utility Commission ordering an increase from $225,000 to $1,225,000 for three years from June 2004 in spite of utility resistance. 
Results: 

The Energy Savings: 1,374 projects were completed for a total energy saving of 7.5 million kWh with a savings-to-investment ratio per home (including the cost of health and safety measures) of about $2 for every $1 spent. 

The Partnership: In 2007, Idaho Power joined the Association in asking state regulators to continue the program weatherization assistance. The Idaho Public Utilities Commission ruled to continue the existing effort. Issues about the low level of administrative funding remained unresolved.
Tools and Templates 

The Community Action Partnership Association of Idaho, (CAPAI) original intervention included key testimony  and follow-up questions by Ken Robinette, Executive Director of the South Central Community Action Partnership (SCCAP) and chairman of the CAPAI Energy Committee.    It is a model for a presentation to a relatively receptive but skeptical Commission that has not put a large scale WAP-coordinated program in place. 
 Other Utilities
Avista Utilities

Avista runs a rebate program for efficiency measures, similar to a rebate program aimed at the general population.  Agencies complete electric baseload weatherization work and file for partial reimbursement. The income is treated as flexible leveraged funding. 

Bonneville Power, a federal power marketing authority contributes directly to the state WAP program in its territory and also to the publicly owned utilities it sells to. The latter may use their Bonneville funds for any of their efficiency programs including low-income. See a fall 2006 report on the amounts by state: http://www.liheap.ncat.org/news/Oct06/BPA.htm
